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the god) four times, whilst the priest prays that the preta may
be delivered from its disembodied statel and that its sins may
be removed.

A sacrifice (Prayascitta Homo) is then performed for the
purification of the preta from any of the thirty-two ritual sins
that the dead man may have committed whilst dying, such as
accidentally touching an unclean thing at the time of death,
dying on a bedstead, not being shaved or not being bathed
before death. For this sacrifice a special type of altar is
built2 of raised clay. To purify it, the raised altar is swept
three times with blades of darbha-grass, and then a little
cow-dung is plastered over it, and a hollow is scooped out in
it with a wooden spoon, the dust this creates being swept
away in a special manner by the joined thumb and third
finger3 of the right hand; for when the fingers are thus
arranged, they remove demons. (It is for this reason that,
when cow-urine is sprinkled, it is always done by the third
finger snapping against the thumb.)

The altar is then further purified by being sprinkled with
water. The fire which they have brought with them from the
house, or which they have lit immediately on arrival at the
river bank, and which has witnessed all the ceremonies, is now
placed by the officiating priest (the Acarya) on the altar,
This fire is called Aditi and is considered to be the mother of
all the gods* At the south of the altar another Brahman is
now seated. He represents the god Brahma, and he supervises
the ceremony and prompts the performer. If in some remote
village no learned Brahman is available, the god Brahma is
represented by fifty blades of darbha-grass placed on a stool
to the south of the altar. -When this prompter says that the
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8 The third finger is sacred to Visnu; the thumb represents a Brahman*
so a cdndalo is always made with the thumb on the forehead ; the second
ringer shows a quarrel j the fourth points the way.